descendants are still living in Vedaranyam.
Shri Kedilliyappa Pillay and Shri Gajavalliammal had two sons. Sivachidambaram Pillay was the first son. He was adopted by the poet's paternal uncle. The second son was Thayumanavar, our saint. He succeeded his father as the Prime Minister and Financial Advisor to the queen Shri Meenakshiammal who reigned from the year 1625 to 1627, and to the king Shri Vijayaranga Chokkanatha Naidu whose reign lasted from the year 1627 to 1654. Our saint not only won the esteem and admiration of his queen and king for his ability, shrewdness and intelligence in state affairs, but also won their love and reverence for his deep piety and profound wisdom in spiritual matters. It was said that his relation to his king Shri Vijayaranga Chokkftnatha Naidu was more that of a spiritual preceptor than a minister. The king cherished a very great regard for his minister's spiritual attainments.
It was during the reign of king Shri Vijayaranga Chokkanatha Naidu that Thayumanavar's marriage took place with a young handsome maid of a respectable Vellala family, named Shri Mattuvarkulalmmai. A son was born to them and he was given the name of Kanakasabhapati. A little later she entered into heaven.
About the year 1642 St. Thayumanavar renounced his position as a householder and as a Minister of State and entered into the ashrama of a sanyasin.
AS A POET
As a poet, Thayumanavar has few equals in any language. He has given us more than 1,500 verses in Tamil. They are known for their sweetness and simplicity. His rhymed verses are full of long rhythmic swell. They contain the richness and melody of language, feeling and emotion. We find in his hymns pathos, subtlety, cadence, vigour, warmth, eloquence, thought, love and devotion of an accomplished and an inspired hymnologist.
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